
SYCAMORE HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING 2017 
RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVES 
One of the ironies of life at a challenging school like Sycamore High School is that students are so busy with 
curricular and extracurricular obligations that they have little time to read beyond what they are assigned. 
Happily, summer vacation allows students—and teachers—the time to catch up on reading for pleasure. 
Regrettably, many of our students don’t consider reading to be just that, a pleasure . Instead, they consider it to be 
a summer chore like mowing the lawn or taking out the garbage rather than recreation like playing video games or 
going swimming. However, reading in the summer is imperative: research shows that students who don’t read 
during the vacation return to school in August as many as three months behind their page-turning peers (Allington 
2013). Researchers conclude that two-thirds of the 9th grade reading achievement gap can be explained by 
unequal access to summer learning opportunities during the elementary school years, with nearly one-third of the 
gap present when children begin school (Alexander 2010). In order to combat this unfortunate reality and to 
encourage all students to read, the English department historically assigned required summer reading at each 
grade level. Over time, with research and reflection, we’ve come to believe that what kids read is less important 
than instilling in them a genuine desire  to read. In a three-year study, researchers at the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, found that allowing children to pick out their own books at spring book fairs not only helped close the 
summer reading gap, it worked just as effectively as summer school. In fact, the single factor most strongly 
associated with reading achievement is independent, voluntary reading (Krashen 2011). 

▪ Independent, voluntary reading promotes reading: the more teens read, the more their vocabulary grows; 
the more words they can read, the more reading they can—and want—to do.  

▪ Writing style, vocabulary, spelling, and grammar improve with free voluntary reading. 
▪ “Light” reading is a bridge to heavier reading; it supplies the competence and confidence necessary to 

understand challenging texts in English courses and across the curriculum.  
▪ Children and teens who voluntarily get involved in reading expand their reading interests as they read 

more and eventually choose what experts label “good books.” 
With this in mind, the SHS English Department wants our summer reading program to  

▪ nurture the habit of reading, 
▪ foster imaginative interaction with texts, 
▪ promote the experience of reading for reading’s sake,  
▪ expand the definition of reading to encompass more than books, and 
▪ encourage choice and independence in reading. 

While we firmly believe that students benefit from reading all  types of texts, we also understand that gains in 
vocabulary and comprehension emerge from reading long, complex works. In fact, the teenage brain moves 
rapidly through several critical developmental stages. These so-called “cognitive windows” run the risk of 
shutting if they are not expanded. In other words, high school students must move from fluent, comprehending 
readers to expert readers who can skillfully “read between the lines.” Even for expert readers, independent, 
voluntary reading continues to “stretch that cognitive window” (Wolf 2007). 
PARENTS, you can protect your child against summer reading loss by:  

▪ Encouraging your student to read a variety of different materials.  
▪ Discussing stories or articles you have both read.  
▪ Asking your student questions about what was read.  
▪ Encouraging your student to write in response to what was read. 

The amount of time spent reading outside of school is important. For example, a student who reads 21 minutes per 
day outside of school reads almost 2 million words per year, whereas a student who reads less than a minute per 
day outside of school reads only 8,000 to 21,000 words per year.  



Part of literacy progress is learning how to think as you read. Asking questions supports learning how to think. 
Examples of some questions you might ask your student before, during, or after they read might be: 

▪ What was the most significant concept from the text?  
▪ What do you think will happen next?  
▪ Did you learn about anything that impacts your life?  
▪ What was your favorite part of the story?  
▪ How did the characters change over time?  
▪ Does this text remind you of something that you’ve read or seen before? How? 

STUDENTS, we challenge you to discover works that you enjoy and to read enthusiastically this summer: 30 MINUTES 
A DAY is a good goal. Summer reading may include book-length fiction or nonfiction, short stories, academic 
essays, newspapers, magazines, comic books, wikis, blogs, websites, etc. You gain benefits from reading 
anything; just read words, words, words! 
While there is no prescribed summer reading for Honors, Academic, and Standards English classes during the 
summer, we encourage you to read every day and to complete at least one full-length book . Enclosed are some of 
our recommendations. Feel free to read one or all of them! However, we encourage you to ask the advice of other 
readers you respect as you select books that appeal to and are appropriate for you. 
Note: Required reading and writing assignments for Accelerated and AP English courses are available at the main 
office and at www.sycamoreschools.org. We encourage all readers to consider the titles even if not enrolled in 
these classes. 
Reader Discretion Is Advised: The following works require a wide range of reading comprehension and personal 
maturity. Please choose titles from this list or other sources that appeal to you and are approved by your parents.  
Nonfiction 
The Nazi Hunters: How a Team of Spies and Survivors Captured the World’s Most Notorious Nazi  by Neal 
Bascomb 
Getting Away with Murder  by Chris Crowe 
Kick Me: Adventures in Adolescence  by Paul Feig 
Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story about Brain Science  by John Fleischman 
The Photographer  by Emmanuel Guibert 
Unbroken  by Laura Hillenbrand 
Go: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design  by Chip Kidd 
Young Men and Fire  by Norman Maclean 
Imprisoned: The Betrayal of Japanese Americans During World War II  by Martin W. Sandler 
Sachiko: A Nagasaki Bomb Survivor’s Story  by Caren Stelson  
Courage Has No Color: The True Story of the Triple Nickles, America’s First Black Paratroopers  by Tanya Lee 
Stone 
The President Has Been Shot! The Assassination of John F. Kennedy  by James L. Swanson 
Teen Angst? Naaah . . .   by Ned Vizzini 
I Am a Seal Team Six Warrior: Memoirs of an American Soldier  by Howard E. Wasdin and Stephen Templin 
 
Fiction 
The Crossover  and Booked  by Kwame Alexander 
Chains: Seeds of America  by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Audrey, Wait!  by Robin Benway 
Beauty Queens  by Libba Bray 
Tell the Wolves I’m Home  by Carol Rifka Brunt 
Lives of Tao  by Wesley Chu 
Raymie Nightingale  by Kate DiCamillo 
Nothing but the Truth (And a Few White Lies)  by Justina Chen Headley 
Somebody, Please Tell Me Who I Am  by Harry Mazer 
When the Moon Was Ours  by Anna-Marie McLemore 



Burn Baby Burn  by Meg Medina 
The Death of Bees  by Lisa O’Donnell 
Ghost  by Jason Reynolds 
The Divergent  series by Veronica Roth 
Eleanor & Park  by Rainbow Rowell 
Nothing Can Possibly Go Wrong  by Prudence Shen 
Brewster  by Mark Slouka 
The Scorpio Races  by Maggie Stiefvater 
Daughter of Smoke and Bone  Series by Laini Taylor 
Code Name Verity  and Rose Under Fire  by Elizabeth Wein 
The Sun Is Also a Star  by Nicola Yoon 
 
Graphic Novels 
Trashed  by Derf Backderf 
Love, vol. 1: The Tiger  by Frederic Brremaud 
Girl in Dior  by Annie Goetzinger 
Steve Jobs: Insanely Great  by Jessie Hartland 
Pinocchio: Vampire Slayer  by Van Jensen and Dusty Higgins 
Strong Female Protagonist Book One  by Brennan Lee Mulligan 
I Kill Giants  by Joe Kelly and J. M. Ken Nimura 
Relish  by Lucy Knisley 
The March  Trilogy by John Lewis 
Bayou  by Jeremy Love 
American Splendor  and The Quitter  by Harvey Pekar 
A.D.: New Orleans After the Deluge  by Josh Neufeld 
Vincent: Art Masters Series  by Barbara Stok 
Zen Pencils  by Gavin Aung Than 
Boxers,  The Eternal Smile,  and Saints  by Gene Luen Yang 
 
Poetry 
Paint Me Like I Am: Teen Poems from WritersCorps  edited by Bill Aguado 
Cool Salsa: Bilingual Poems on Growing Up Latino in the United States  edited by Lori M. Carlson 
Reflections on a Gift of Watermelon Pickle and Other Modern Verse  compiled by Stephen Dunning 
Unsettling America: An Anthology of Contemporary Multicultural Poetry  edited by Maria Mazziotti Gillan and 
Jennifer Gillan 
The Rattle Bag  edited by Seamus Heaney and Ted Hughes 
Crank  by Ellen Hopkins 
Requiem: Poems of the Terezin Ghetto  by Paul B. Janeczko 
Good Poems  edited by Garrison Keillor 
Tears for Water  by Alicia Keys 
Things I Have to Tell You: Poems and Writings by Teenage Girls  edited by Betsy Franco Yas 
You Hear Me? Poems and Writing by Teenage Boys  edited by Betsy Franco Yas 


